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in urging the adoption of a nationally uniform system for the classification and collection of 
crime data. This system was adopted by the IACP after his presidency. Shortly thereafter in 
1935, the Bureau of Investigation (the precursor to the Federal Bureau of Investigation) took 
charge of the Uniform Crime Reports, as noted in Chapter 2.

Today, the IACP publishes Police Chief Magazine, which advertises police positions, 
manages centers such as the International Association of Chiefs of Police Center for 
Officer Safety and Wellness, and provides information on a variety of topics, including 
school violence, victim response, training, and ethics. The organization continues to 
be an important leader in the continued professionalism of police officers and policing 
agencies.

DIVERSITY IN POLICING

Female Police Officers
Historically, policing has been viewed as a man’s job. In fact, in many agencies women 

were not even considered for clerical work.22 Identification of the  first female officer is 
difficult because titles and responsibilities varied from place to place. One possibility 
is Lucy Gray. She was the first Los Angeles police matron, who in the 1880s created a 
position in the police department that aided children and women who were victims and 
offenders. While Gray was never referred to as a policewoman, she performed many of 
the same duties that male officers did while serving as police matron. Another possibil-
ity is Marie Owens, who in 1893 became the first woman appointed to perform police 
duties in Chicago. In this capacity, Owens held the rank of sergeant and enforced child 
labor and welfare laws. Others identify Lola Baldwin as the first female police officer. 
Appointed in 1905 in Portland, Oregon, Baldwin was given a temporary assignment with 
the Department of Public Safety for the Protection of Young Girls and Women. Initially, 
volunteers who staffed this group were not referred to as police officers. Rather, they were 
called operatives and workers at the request of Baldwin. This group was so successful that 
they were given permanent positions in the Portland Police Department, though they were 
housed at the YMCA instead of the precinct. Alice Stebbins Wells is another whom some 
cite as the first female officer in the United States. In 1910, she became the first full-time 
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Figure 4.1  n  �Number of Female Law Enforcement Officers in the United States,  
1987–2007
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Source: Figure 4 from Langston, L. (2010). Crime data brief: Women in law enforcement, 1987–2008. U.S. Department of 
Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Statistics.




